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Presenter: Joe Kosmo interviewed by Amy J. Ross 

Synopsis: Joe Kosmo shared some final words and advice for his teammates in the Spacesuit and Crew 
Survival Systems Branch (EC5) and the Crew and Thermal Systems Division (CTSD (EC)) upon his 
retirement. He knew nothing about spacesuits when he started working for NASA in 1961, but neither 
did anyone else. He summed up the best lessons learned during his 50 years of developing U.S. 
spacesuits and encouraged the next generation’s space industry workers to challenge what they hear 
and decide what is right. 

Biography: Joseph Kosmo was graduated from Pennsylvania State University in 1961 with a bachelor of 
science in aeronautical engineering. In 1978, he earned a master of science in environmental 
management from the University of Houston – Clear Lake. In 1961, Kosmo began his career with the 
NASA Space Task Group at Langley, Virginia, in the Crew Systems Division, working on the Mercury 
Program spacesuit. During the past 45 years, he has participated in the design, development, and testing 
of Mercury, Gemini, Apollo, Skylab, and Space Shuttle spacesuits, as well as numerous advanced 
technology configuration spacesuits and EVA gloves for future mission applications. Kosmo received the 
American Astronautical Society’s Victor A. Prather Award, the NASA Exceptional Service Medal, and the 
Astronaut Silver Snoopy Award. The United States Space Foundation Space Technology Hall of Fame 
recognized him for his work on the development of the liquid cooling garment for spacesuit and medical 
applications. He has pursued the development of advanced spacesuits, gloves, and ancillary EVA-
supporting hardware concepts for future planetary surface exploration. For about 10 years, Kosmo has 
organized and led a team of engineers in a series of remote field site test activities of prototype 
extravehicular hardware, advanced communications systems, spacesuit mobility studies, and human 
and robot assistant interactive capabilities in a variety of locations, including Death Valley, the Mojave 
Desert, and northern Arizona. In 2011, he retired from NASA after a 50-year career in the space industry. 

Video Length and Size: 1:27:32 (3.074 GB) 
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Joe Kosmo References/Handouts  

1. 20111206 Joe Kosmo Farewell references 
2. Richard S. Johnston Oral History data sheet 
3. Transcript: History of Early NASA Manned Flights by 

Richard S. Johnson 









  
 The oral histories on this Website are the transcripts from audio-recorded, 

personal interviews with many who pioneered outer space and the Moon, 
and with those who continue the excitement of space exploration. To 
preserve the integrity of the audio record, the texts are presented with 
limited revisions and thus reflect the candid conversational style of the oral 
history format. Brackets and ellipses indicate where the text has been 
annotated or edited for clarity. The date of each interview is noted on the 
first page.  
 
If available, the Biographical Data Sheet provided background information 
for the Oral Historian to prepare for the interview. A project research 
historian submitted the data sheet on the date listed at the end of the file.  
 
To continue, choose a link below: 

   Oral History 

 Richard S. Johnston Biographical Data Sheet 
August 11, 1998 
September 2, 1998 
November 3, 1998 
December 2, 1998 

 
 

http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/history/oral_histories/JohnstonRS/RSJ_BIO.pdf
http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/history/oral_histories/JohnstonRS/RSJ_8-11-98.pdf
http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/history/oral_histories/JohnstonRS/RSJ_9-2-98.pdf
http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/history/oral_histories/JohnstonRS/RSJ_11-3-98.pdf
http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/history/oral_histories/JohnstonRS/RSJ_12-2-98.pdf
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